LET GOD BE TRUE; Part 1
It never ceases to amaze me how easy it is for us to miss, 
or fail to appreciate, many of the simple statements 
of the Word of God. We read in!

(1) Rom.3:4 “Let God be true, though every man be false, as it is written, ‘that you may be justified in your words, and prevail when you are judged.” 

Now if we go to Genesis chapters two and three, we can 
surely see the depths of truth that are contained in those 
few simple words, ‘Let God be True’.
(2) Gen2:15-17 “The Lord took the man and put him in the garden of God to till it and keep it.  And the Lord God commanded the man saying, ‘You may eat freely of every tree of the garden, (The blessing) but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day you eat of it, you shall die.” (The curse) 
But when the devil asked Eve what God had said, in 
answering him, she changed that simple command of the 
Lord completely, corrupted it.

(3) Gen.3:2-3 “The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; but God said “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”

And so the door opened for Satan to accuse God of lying;
(4) Gen.3:4 “The serpent said, “You will not die.” 
What a difference the outcome would have been 
for us all, if they had “Let God be true” to his promise of blessing, instead of the promise of a curse.
Remember, God has said in!
(5) Deut.4:2 “You shall not add to the Word which I command you, nor shall you take from it.” 
And we read in!

(6) Matt.12:36-37 “On the Day of Judgment men will give an account of every careless word they utter, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” 
It’s vital to remember here what God said later 
through Ezekiel in;
(7) Ezek.33:11 “As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked should turn from their wicked way, and live.” 
And we read in;

(8) Ezek.18:32 “I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God; so turn, and live.”
When it comes to us today; to our Genesis chapters two and three; are we letting the Word of God, Jesus Christ, be true in our lives by first learning what he has said, through reading the bible for ourselves, taking the Word into our hearts; hearts that are full of love for him; listening for the “still, small voice of God”, and then joyfully obeying that Word? And because the Spirit of God’s Word will not compete for our attention with the loud clamoring of the world’s ways and wisdom, we must remember;
(9) 1Kings 19:11-12 “The Lord said to Elijah, “Go out and stand upon the mount before the Lord.” And the Lord passed by, and a great, strong wind tore the mountain, and broke the rocks in piece before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake there was a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire there was a still, small voice.”
Surely we understand that the wind, the earthquake and 
the fire represent the loud noises of this natural world, especially man’s contribution to the clamor through the many forms of media! Plus the clamor for our full attention by our cares, possessions, and dreams! Remember;
(10) Luk.8:14 “The seed which fell among thorns are those who hear the Word, but as they go on their way, they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.”

But when we truly listen, hear, and obey God’s Word to us, we can then, with confidence, exchange the word ‘When’, for the word ‘If’, in!

(11) Jh.15:7 “When you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will and it will be done for you.” 
We must always remember the warning of!

(12) Deut.28:47-48 “Because you did not serve the Lord with joyfulness and gladness of heart, because of the abundance of all things, therefore you will serve your enemies, whom the Lord you God will send against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and in want of all things; and he will put an iron yoke upon your neck until he has destroyed you.” 
(Think about today’s affluence)
In the garden, the Lord gave the man and the woman 
the twin tasks of tilling and keeping the Garden of God;

(13) Gen.2:15 “The Lord God took the man, and put him in the Garden of Eden, to till it, and to keep it.”

(14) Gen.2:18 “The Lord God said, “It is not good for man to be alone, I will make him a helper fit for him.”

But are we, by our loving obedience, tilling and keeping the garden of God, his Church, by, first off, being careful of what we sow in our own lives? Sowing only the Word of God!
(15) Hosea10:12 Sow for yourselves in righteousness, reap the fruit of steadfast love; break up your fallow ground, for it is time to seek the Lord that he may come and rain salvation upon you.” 
Remember the parable of the sower! What was the Seed he sowed? (Luk.8:11-15) Are we genuinely taking heed of what we sow in the lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ? Those who have been truly reborn of the imperishable Seed of the Word! Remember;
(16) 1Pet.1:23 “You have been born anew, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and abiding Word of God.”
Do our lives bear good fruit for God?  Do we, by our actions, put on, bear, and show, the fruit of the indwelling Spirit of God?

(17) Gal.5:22-23 “The fruit (not fruits) of the Spirit is love, joy, peace patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control; against these there is no law.”
But are we really giving the Word of God absolutely free course, free access, to every hidden corner of our lives?  Don’t we yet know that it is only the mighty Spirit of the Word of Christ, who can make it possible for us to “live a life worthy of the Lord”, as we’re commanded to?
(18) Col.1:10 “Lead a life worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.”

Have we really learned the startling truth and power of?
(19) Heb.4:12-13 “The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and revealing the thoughts and intentions of the (our) heart (to us).  And before him no creature is hidden, but all are open and laid bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to deal.” 

Surely we don’t think that it was for nothing that Jesus said, as we’ve seen earlier, in?

(20) Matt.12:36-37 “I tell you, in the Day of Judgment you will give an account of every careless word you utter; for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”  
And what are idle words as far as God is concerned? Aren’t they anything we say that doesn’t line up with what he has said?  After all, we read in;

(21) Ps.119:89 “Forever, Lord, your Word is firmly fixed in the heavens,” 

And that Word is unchanging;

(22) Heb.13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.”
LET GOD BE TRUE! Part 2
If we allow ourselves to talk, think or act in a way which belies God’s Word, we must surely not only be preventing his Word being true in our lives, but we must also be contributing to the devil’s campaign, which started in Genesis chapter three; his campaign of discrediting that Word! And so we place ourselves in great danger of having Jesus deny knowing us before the Father.

(1) Matt.10:32-33 “Every one who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.”

But if we’ll only do as we’re told in;

(2) Jas.4:7 “Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee.” 

That means resist him when he stirs up emotions. Emotions like a fear of being ridiculed by men, among other things. Again, we see in;
(3) 2Tim.2:12 “If we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us.”
Now because our primary purpose in this life is one of bearing good fruit for God we need to look hard at;

(4) Heb.6:7-8 “Land which has drunk the rain which often falls upon it, and bears a crop useful to the one for whom it was cultivated, receives a blessing from God.  But if it bears thorns and thistles it is worthless and near to being cursed, its end is to be burned.” 

But if our lives are producing thorns and thistles because of our blindly following the wisdom and righteousness of this world, which are all tied up with the cares and riches and pleasures of life, then we’re in trouble. After all, the world tells us that if we’re to be responsible citizens, we must go after these things;

But ask yourself; just as I so often have to ask myself; What does your life show?  Is it the useless thorns and thistles of man’s ways and wisdom? Or is it the good fruit of God’s Spirit?

The world, by its media, tells us that it has the answers for all our problems, but the God’s Word says;

(5) 1Cor.3:19-20 “The wisdom of this world is folly with God; for it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness.” and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” 

And again;

(6) 1Cor.1:26-28 “Consider your call brethren; not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong, God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are nothing, to bring to nothing, things that are.”
Yet again he tells us that the law of love – God’s kind of love – fulfills all righteousness;

(7) Matt.22:37-40 “Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and the great commandment. And the second is like it, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments, all the law and the prophets depend.”

But do our lives show God’s kind of love?

(8) 1Pet.4:8 “Above all, hold unfailing your love for one another, since love covers a multitude of sins.”

And again;

(9) 1Jh.3:16 “By this we know love; that he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”

Do our lives show the joy of the Lord, which is, after all, our only true strength?

(10) Neh.8:10 “The joy of the Lord is your strength.”

Do our lives show his peace, which is beyond man’s ability to comprehend?

(11) Phil.4:6-7 “Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything, by prayer and supplication, let your request be made know to God. And the peace of God, which passes understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Then, of course, there’s;

(12) Gal.5:22-23 “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control, against these there is no law.”

So we must do as we’re told in;

(13) Col.3:5-6 “Put to death what is earthly in you; fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming.”

Remembering always;

(14) Pro.14:12 “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.”
Because it’s vital that we obey;

(15) Gal.6:2 “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”

And that our lives show the reality of;

(16) Eph.5:9 “The fruit of light is found in all that is good, and right, and true.”

We can, and must do these things because we’re told in;

(17) 2Tim.1:7 “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but of power, of love, and of self-control.”

But are we faithfully taking control of our lives, by God’s Spirit; taking possession of our Canaan; destroying the giants of sin, pulling down the edifices of the flesh, the fruits of which are laid out for us in;

(18) Gal.5:19-21 “The works of the flesh are plain; fornication (sex outside the marriage commitment), impurity, licentiousness (moral bankruptcy), idolatry (which includes covetousness), sorcery (witchcraft), enmity (harboring ill will), strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissention (rebellion), party spirit (we’re a little better than you), envy, drunkenness, carousing (wild partying), and the like. I warn you, as I warned you before, those who do these things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

But now, going back to our two opening scripture texts in Part 1;

(19) Rom.3:4 “Let God be true, though every man is false, as it is written “That we may be justified in our words and prevail when we are judged.” 

And;

(20) Matt.12:36-37 "On the Day of Judgment we will give an account of every careless word we utter; for by our words we will be justified, and by our words we will be condemned.”  

If we’re going to have to give an account of our words, how are we going to be “justified in our words, and prevail when we’re judged,” but by believing with all our heart, and continually confessing with our lips, that Jesus Christ, the Word of God, is Lord of all?  And how, in all honesty, are we going to be able to do that unless we love the Word of God enough to continually lay up that Word in our hearts?

How else can we be justified in our words, since we’re all liars of ourselves, according to that Word? 
And how can we hope to prevail in the judgment, except in knowing and trusting that same Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, and what he’s done for us on Calvary?

Finally, to the vital importance of reading the whole bible, the Old Testament as well as the New, we read in;

(21) 2Pet.1:21 “No prophesy of scripture ever came by the impulse of man, but men, moved by the Holy Spirit, spoke from God.” 
And in;
(22) 2Tim.3:16 “All scripture is inspired by God, and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
Again in;
(23) Rom.15:4 “Whatever was written in former times, was written for our instruction, that by steadfastness, and the encouragement of the scriptures, we might have hope.”
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